Good Relations
The Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (NILT)[footnoteRef:1] deals with the attitudes, values and beliefs of the people in Northern Ireland on a wide range of issues, including relations between Protestants and Catholics. [1:  Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK) - https://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/] 

The NILT survey asks respondents:
· What about relations between Protestants and Catholics? Would you say they are better than they were 5 years ago, worse, or about the same now as then?
· And what about in 5 years time? Do you think relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better than now, worse than now, or about the same as now?
For the combined years of 2021, 2022 and 2023, almost 85% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics are better (41.9%) or about the same (42.6%) as they were 5 years ago. Just over 10% of respondents believed that relations were worse now than they were 5 years ago which is an increase on the previous results for the combined years 2020-22 when just 8.9% of respondents believed that relations were worse now than they were 5 years ago.   In Northern Ireland overall, almost 38% of respondents believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics are better now than they were 5 years ago which is 4 percentage points lower than Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough. Almost 45% of respondents in Northern Ireland overall believe relations are about the same as 5 years ago while 12.3% believe relations are worse now than 5 years ago.
For the combined years of 2021, 2022 and 2023, 31.8% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better in 5 years time. This is a reduction of almost 5 percentage points on the previous year.  Just over 45% of respondents in the borough believe relations will be about the same as they are now while 13.7% believe that relations will be worse in 5 years time, when compared with last years results this is an increase of more than 2 percentage points.  Just over 7% of respondents in the borough responded don’t know to this question.  In Northern Ireland overall 32.4% of respondents believe relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better in 5 years time, slightly higher than the borough.  A lower proportion of respondents in Northern Ireland (43.6%) than the borough (45.2%) believe relations will be about the same 5 years from now while 14.7% believe relations will be worse.  Just 7.1% of Northern Ireland respondents answered don’t know.
	 
	Relations between Protestants and Catholics

	 
	5 years ago
	In 5 years time

	
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI

	Better
	41.9%
	37.9%
	31.8%
	32.4%

	Worse
	10.3%
	12.3%
	13.7%
	14.7%

	About the same
	42.6%
	44.9%
	45.2%
	43.6%

	Other
	0.4%
	1.1%
	2.1%
	2.2%

	Don’t know
	4.8%
	3.8%
	7.2%
	7.1%


Table 1: Percentage of people who think relations between Protestants and Catholics are better, worse, or about the same as 5 years ago and 5 years from now in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021 - 2023. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
Figure 1: Percentage of people who think relations between Protestants and Catholics are better, worse, or about the same as 5 years ago and 5 years from now in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021 - 2023. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

The NILT survey also asks:
· In some areas the communities are divided and Protestant and Catholics tend to go to different local shops or use different GP surgeries and other services. Thinking about this area, would you say this happens a lot, a little or not at all?
Respondents to the survey in the combined years of 2021, 2022 and 2023 in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that Protestants and Catholics tend to go to different local shops, GP surgeries and other services a lot (28.3%) or a little (33.4%) while 21.4% do not think this happens at all.  17% of respondents in the borough answered don’t know.  In Northern Ireland overall, a higher proportion of respondents stated that that this doesn’t happen at all (27.1%) while a lower proportion stated that it happens a lot (23.9%).  Compared to the results for the previous combined period 2020-22, slightly less people (-2.9 percentage points) in the borough believe that Protestants and Catholics tend to go to different local shops, GP surgeries and other services either a little or a lot.  In Northern Ireland, the total proportions are relatively unchanged from a total of 58.8% in 2020-2022 to 58.6% in 2021-2023.
	 
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland 

	A lot
	28.3%
	23.9%

	A little
	33.4%
	34.7%

	Not at all
	21.4%
	27.1%

	Don't know
	17.0%
	14.3%

	 
	100.0%
	100.0%


Table 2: Percentage of people who think Protestants and Catholics use different local shops, GP surgeries and other services in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021-2023. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK). Figure 2: Percentage of people who think Protestants and Catholics use different local shops, GP surgeries and other services in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021-2023. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
The NILT survey further asks:
· Do you think leisure centres in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that parks in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that libraries in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that shopping centres in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?

In Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 74.5% of respondents to the combined years of the 2021, 2022 and 2023 survey think that leisure centres are definitely ‘shared and open’ while 19.9% think they are probably ‘shared and open’. This compared to 62.4% of respondents in Northern Ireland overall answering that leisure centres are definitely ‘shared and open’ while 25.8% think they are probably ‘shared and open’.
When respondents in the borough were asked about parks, 71.9% answered that they are definitely and 18.7% probably ‘shared and open’. Comparing these to Northern Ireland overall responses were 63.5% and 24.9% respectively.
Agreement that libraries are definitely or probably ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics was slightly higher in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough (95.2%) than Northern Ireland (92.4%). 
Shopping centres are thought to be ‘shared and open’ by 96.9% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough (80.7% yes definitely, 16.3% yes probably). This is slightly higher than the responses from Northern Ireland overall (94.2%). 

	 
	….. In this area are 'shared and open' to both Protestants and Catholics 

	 
	Leisure Centres 
	Parks 
	Libraries 
	Shopping Centres 

	 
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI

	Yes, definitely
	74.5%
	62.4%
	71.9%
	63.5%
	76.7%
	68.4%
	80.7%
	72.3%

	Yes, probably
	19.9%
	25.8%
	18.7%
	24.9%
	18.5%
	23.9%
	16.3%
	21.9%

	No Probably not
	1.5%
	6.2%
	6.0%
	7.1%
	1.4%
	3.1%
	0.8%
	2.7%

	No Definitely not
	0.6%
	1.5%
	1.0%
	1.7%
	0.2%
	0.8%
	0.0%
	0.5%

	None in this area
	0.7%
	1.2%
	0.0%
	0.5%
	1.0%
	0.9%
	0.6%
	0.8%

	Don't know
	2.7%
	3.0%
	2.5%
	2.3%
	2.2%
	2.8%
	1.8%
	1.8%


Table 3: Percentage of people who think, in their area, leisure centres, parks, libraries and shopping centres are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021 - 2023. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
Figure 3: Percentage of people who think, in their area, leisure centres, parks, libraries and shopping centres are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestant and Catholics in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021-23. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

The following questions also refer to relations between Protestants and Catholics.  
· If you had a choice, would you prefer to live in a neighbourhood with people of only your own religion, or in a mixed-religion neighbourhood?
· And if you were working and had to change your job, would you prefer a workplace with people of only your own religion, or a mixed religion workplace?
· And if you were deciding where to send your children to school, would you prefer a school with children of only your own religion, or a mixed-religion school?

For the combined years of 2021, 2022 and 2023, just over 13% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough stated that they would prefer to live in a neighbourhood with people only of their own religion while almost 73% would prefer to live in a mixed-religion neighbourhood.  
When it comes to workplace, almost 87% of respondents would prefer a mixed religion workplace and less than 4% would prefer a workplace only with people of their own religion.  With regards schools, a much higher proportion (28.7%) of those who responded stated that they would prefer a school only with people of their own religion while almost 62% said they would prefer a mixed religion school for their children.  
Figure 4: Percentage of people who prefer mixed religion neighbourhoods / workplaces / schools in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 2021-23. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

 Figure 5: Percentage of people who prefer neighbourhoods / workplaces / schools with people of their own religion only in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021-23. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
With regards those who would prefer places with only people of their own religion, the above chart compares the results for the Borough with the Northern Ireland average.  While the percentage of people preferring to live in a neighbourhood or work in a place with only people of their own religion is similar for the Borough and Northern Ireland, when it comes to schooling, a much lower percentage of people in Northern Ireland overall stated that they would prefer a school with children of only their own religion, 22.3% in NI compared to 28.7% in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough.
Respondents to the survey were also asked if there has been any time in the last year when they have felt intimidated or annoyed by either
· Republican murals, kerb paintings or flags
· Loyalist murals, kerb paintings or flags
For the combined years of 2021, 2022 and 2023, 32.8% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough stated that in the past year they had felt intimidated by Republican murals, kerb paintings or flags while 42% had felt annoyed by them.  The figures for Northern Ireland overall were slightly lower with 27.2% of respondents feeling intimidated by Republican murals, kerb paintings or flags and 38.7% feeling annoyed by them.  With regards those feeling intimated or annoyed by Loyalist murals, kerb paintings or flags, the percentages were slightly higher in both the Borough and Northern Ireland overall.  In Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon, 42% of respondents reported feeling intimidated compared to 38.7% in Northern Ireland overall.  While almost 48% of respondents in the Borough reported feeling annoyed by Loyalist murals, kerb paintings or flags, over 53% of respondents in Northern Ireland overall stated that they felt annoyed by them.  
 Figure 6: Percentage of people who felt intimidated or annoyed in the last year by republican or loyalist murals, kerb paintings or flags in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021-23. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).


Respondents were asked how much they agreed or disagreed with a number of statements including the following:
· The culture and traditions of the Catholic community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society
· The culture and traditions of the Protestant community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society
· The culture and traditions of people from different minority ethnic groups add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society
· I feel that my own cultural identity is respected by society

 Figure 7: Percentage of people who agreed or strongly agreed with each statement in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021-23. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
For the combined years of 2021, 2022 and 2023, 64.2% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough agreed or strongly agreed that the culture and traditions of the Catholic community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society compared to 70.1% in Northern Ireland overall.  

In the Borough, 63% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that the culture and traditions of the Protestant community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society which was much the same as Northern Ireland overall where 64% agreed or strongly agreed with this statement. Almost 60% of respondents in the Borough agreed or strongly agreed that the culture and traditions of people from different minority ethnic groups add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society compared to 66% in Northern Ireland overall.  

Finally, just 43.8% of respondents in the Borough felt that their own cultural identity is respected by society, the equivalent figure for Northern Ireland was 48.1%.  For all statements, there was less agreement from respondents in the Borough compared to the Northern Ireland average. 




Keeping with the theme of cultural identity, respondents were also asked the following questions:
· Thinking about your workplace, is it a place where you feel you can be open about your own cultural identity? (Inc only those who have a workplace)

In the Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough for the combined years 2021, 2022 & 2023, just over three quarters of respondents felt that they could be open about their own cultural identity in their workplace while almost 21% felt that they could not.  The figures were much the same for the Northern Ireland overall.  

Figure 8: Percentage of people who feel their workplace is a place where they can be open about their own cultural identity in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021-23. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

· And thinking about the schools that your children attend – if you have children at school – are all these schools places where your children feel that they can be open about their own cultural identity? (Inc only those who have children at school)

For those that have children at school just over 78% of respondents felt that schools were places where their children could be open about their own cultural identity while less than 10% felt that they could not.  In Northern Ireland, the equivalent figures were 78.3% and 11.5%.  In the Borough, just over 7% of respondents felt that it would depend on the school as to whether or not the children could be open about their own cultural identity. 
 Figure 9: Percentage of people who feel their schools are a place where their children can be open about their own cultural identity in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021-23. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
· And thinking of the neighbourhood where you live, is it a place where you feel you can be open about your own cultural identity?

With regards to the neighbourhood that people live in, over 80% of respondents in both the borough and Northern Ireland overall felt that their neighbourhood was a place where they could be open about their own cultural identity. Surprisingly though, approximately 15% of respondents live in a neighbourhood where they don’t feel that they can be open about their own cultural identity. 

Figure 10: Percentage of people who feel their neighbourhood is a place where they can be open about their own cultural identity in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021-23. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

The NILT survey asks respondents:
Supposing there was an event that you wanted to go to in a nearby town. How safe do you think you would feel going if it was to be held in these premises?
· A GAA club (Gaelic Sports club) 
· An Orange hall 
· A Catholic secondary school 
· A Protestant secondary school 

	 
	A GAA club (Gaelic Sports club) 
	An Orange Hall 

	 
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland

	Very Safe
	35.0%
	39.3%
	28.1%
	24.1%

	Quite Safe
	25.2%
	24.9%
	32.7%
	28.2%

	Neither safe nor unsafe
	13.7%
	14.9%
	14.4%
	18.4%

	Quite Unsafe
	10.7%
	8.8%
	8.2%
	12.6%

	Very Unsafe
	8.0%
	6.9%
	9.1%
	10.4%

	I don't know
	7.2%
	5.0%
	7.3%
	6.1%

	Prefer not to say 
	0.2%
	0.2%
	0.2%
	0.2%

	Grand Total
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%


Table 4: How safe people would feel attending events in nearby towns, results for Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021 - 2023. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
For the combined years 2021, 2022 and 2023, approximately 60% of respondents in the Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough stated that they would feel either quite safe or very safe attending an event in a GAA Club in a nearby town. This is lower than the average for Northern Ireland at 64%.  In the Borough, almost 19% of respondents stated that they would feel either quite unsafe or very unsafe attending an event in a GAA Club in a nearby town which is higher than the average for Northern Ireland at just under 16%. 
With regards attending an event in an Orange Hall in a nearby town, almost 61% of respondents in the Borough stated that they would feel very safe or quite safe compared to just 52% in Northern Ireland overall.  Approximately 17% of respondents stated that they would feel either quite unsafe or very unsafe attending an event in an Orange Hall in a nearby town which is almost 6 percentage points lower than the average for Northern Ireland at 23%. 
	 
	A Catholic secondary school 
	A Protestant secondary school 

	 
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland

	Very Safe
	44.8%
	50.4%
	47.7%
	46.4%

	Quite Safe
	31.8%
	29.9%
	35.7%
	34.2%

	Neither safe nor unsafe
	12.3%
	11.1%
	8.7%
	11.8%

	Quite Unsafe
	5.7%
	3.8%
	3.6%
	2.9%

	Very Unsafe
	1.9%
	1.7%
	0.9%
	1.4%

	I don't know
	3.4%
	2.9%
	3.2%
	3.0%

	Prefer not to say 
	0.2%
	0.1%
	0.2%
	0.2%

	Grand Total
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%


Table 5: How safe people would feel attending events in nearby towns, results for Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2021 - 2023. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
With regards events in nearby towns held in secondary schools, in the Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough, 83.4% of respondents would feel safe attending an event in a Protestant school compared to 76.6% who would feel safe attending an event in a Catholic School.  In Northern Ireland overall, the proportions are much the same with approximately 80% of respondents stating that they would feel safe attending an event in either a Catholic secondary school or a Protestant secondary school in a nearby town. 
Further information can be found via the following links:
https://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/
https://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx  and type Northern Ireland Life and Times into the search bar.
Yes	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	0.94391858944953544	0.88177970903971836	0.90567312615574602	0.88406315886032727	0.9522009876763492	0.92377781746627052	0.9691691875118128	0.9417385428183811	No	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	2.114495562638808E-2	7.6921813452941329E-2	6.9294095979668263E-2	8.7396486375812307E-2	1.6235890977899362E-2	3.8925360991626572E-2	7.7771575435212261E-3	3.1865249658431828E-2	Don't know	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	2.7461146182897498E-2	2.9648070339996356E-2	2.5032777864585687E-2	2.316809619489606E-2	2.1530102054482948E-2	2.8299669502285352E-2	1.7524891244192098E-2	1.8208951493009596E-2	



Neighbourhood	
My own religion only 	A mixed religion 	Other 	I don't know	0.1335385860476079	0.72721829807336702	4.8450814326371321E-2	9.0792301552653706E-2	Workplace	
My own religion only 	A mixed religion 	Other 	I don't know	3.834261138495379E-2	0.86535172101764035	4.6134012288693828E-2	5.0171655308711947E-2	School	
My own religion only 	A mixed religion 	Other 	I don't know	0.28660141333029854	0.6177864584599686	4.8237366813709256E-2	4.73747613960235E-2	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
Neighbourhoods	Workplace	School 	0.1335385860476079	3.834261138495379E-2	0.28660141333029854	Northern Ireland	
Neighbourhoods	Workplace	School 	0.1342295139185227	4.4015964116830508E-2	0.22258768765939677	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
Intimidated 	Annoyed	Intimidated 	Annoyed	Republican	Loyalist	0.32798514559490144	0.41961306584350228	0.41961306584350228	0.47853600115673534	Northern Ireland	
Intimidated 	Annoyed	Intimidated 	Annoyed	Republican	Loyalist	0.27237647360490658	0.38733600157102782	0.38733600157102782	0.53151524932729166	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
The culture and traditions of the Catholic community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	The culture and traditions of the Protestant community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	The culture and traditions of people from different minority ethnic groups add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	I feel that my own cultural identity is respected by society	0.64163598648246778	0.63041226855735299	0.59857750989477054	0.43763869487965479	Northern Ireland	
The culture and traditions of the Catholic community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	The culture and traditions of the Protestant community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	The culture and traditions of people from different minority ethnic groups add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	I feel that my own cultural identity is respected by society	0.70102901974823961	0.63999807974778933	0.65955884894230032	0.4807928719513937	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Don't know	0.37016973080212412	0.38083132087375848	0.15450292865929399	5.326847091202222E-2	4.1227548752801352E-2	Northern Ireland	
Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Don't know	0.43874605353161239	0.31684310443776714	0.15356796876616408	5.8620050733742116E-2	3.2222822530714318E-2	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	

Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Depends on the school	Don't know	0.44530578794342385	0.33651972347761178	7.2322761070523656E-2	2.3419584099615833E-2	7.2162806183149103E-2	5.0269337225675691E-2	Northern Ireland	

Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Depends on the school	Don't know	0.45347319430577648	0.32981150119790753	8.9286069782631525E-2	2.5923406776356444E-2	5.3871023950635533E-2	4.7634803986692391E-2	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	


Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Don't know	0.45802101487875341	0.3488966802593334	0.11575947241715347	3.3863557070685814E-2	4.3459275374074055E-2	Northern Ireland	





Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Don't know	0.4798495041357389	0.32688738645745707	0.11928333861951422	3.944276463888563E-2	3.4537006148404194E-2	



Better	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.41926092898345291	0.37905371080690142	0.3183994518003691	0.32426291131856283	Worse	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.1032289245093212	0.12259769435546941	0.13701726874445588	0.14663914532622427	About the same	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.42560885129358056	0.44917300847267688	0.45160883120875989	0.43583000995926213	Other	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	3.9866395146877188E-3	1.0704228051429728E-2	2.1173859369431884E-2	2.1778858174333733E-2	Don’t know	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	4.7914655698957663E-2	3.8471358313522407E-2	7.1800588876983096E-2	7.1489075221617099E-2	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	A lot	A little	Not at all	Don't know	0.28281870741110032	0.33405778114679197	0.21358613792020956	0.16953737352189807	Northern Ireland 	A lot	A little	Not at all	Don't know	0.23851406106265224	0.34740894965691682	0.27100828401334764	0.14306870526708329	
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